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The world is forever asking the question, in poetry and song, 
“What is real love?” Pope Benedict XVI proposed an answer. 
In fact, he reminds us that God has already revealed to us 
the answer: “In this is love: not that we have loved God, but 
that He loved us and sent His 
Son as an expiation for our sins” 
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Youth Group Service Project 

The Middle School Youth Group is  
offering a Free Babysitting Night on 
February 12th at Pope John’s from 6:30-8:30 
for Parents of kids ages 5-10.  
We need your help, email  
Dc. Michael if you can help! 
mruf@syrdio.org 

February 12, 2022 
March 5, 2022 
March 19, 2022 

6:30- 8:00 PM AT 
POPE JOHN XXIII 

WATCH YOUR EMAIL 
FOR MORE 

INFORMATION 
 

What	Is	Real	Love?	
FATHER DANIEL GALLAGHER 
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YOUTH GROUP LIVE 

 

DRAWING WITH A TWIST 

TIM VS.NEBOLISE 

JAMIE VS ISABELLA 

That’s using 
your noodle! 
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What	Is	Real	Love?	
Continued from page 1 “Today,” observes Pope Benedict, “the term ‘love’ has become 
one of the most frequently used and misused of words” We seldom stop to reflect on the 
difference between loving our ice cream, loving our pets, loving our families and loving 
our God. We indiscriminately say we love each of these. 

Pope Benedict suggests that we can begin to sort out the complex issues surrounding 
love with a preliminary observation: Love is twofold. We love something or someone 
because we derive a benefit from that something or someone. 

When we eat ice cream, we derive the pleasure of tasting its sweetness. But the ice 
cream derives no benefit from our love. 

We love our pets because they provide us with protection and companionship. We also 
feed them because we don’t want them to go hungry, but if we had only one steak, we 
would give it to our children before giving it to a dog. Love means something quite 
different in each of these cases. 

We love because we are fulfilled through love, but also when it seems to leave us 
unfulfilled. The ancient Greeks had a way of distinguishing between these two aspects of 
love. Eros is the love that overwhelms us without our thinking or willing it. It is the love 
that moves Romeo to gasp, “for I ne’er saw true beauty till this night” when he catches 
his first glimpse of Juliet. 

Agape, on the other hand, is the love we freely choose. It’s the love we extend to the 
other not for our own good, but for the other’s good.  

This is the love that impelled Mother Teresa to found her Missionaries of Charity in 
Calcutta, India. It’s the love that beckons you to forgo your favorite TV program so you 
can play a game of cards with a lonely friend in the nursing home. 

God’s Radical Love 

God loves with an agape surpassing all others. He had no need to create us, nothing to 
gain by saving us. He is utterly perfect and self-sufficient within himself as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. This total act of divine self-giving is a great mystery. Indeed, it almost 
seems that such a love contradicts God’s very nature. God, who needs nothing from us, 
gives everything for us. 

Pope Benedict summarizes this profound paradox when he writes that Jesus’ “death on 
the cross is the culmination of that turning of God against himself in which He gives 
himself in order to raise man up and save him. This is love in its most radical form” — the 
love that has transformed the world! 
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